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thThe 6  of April was the happiest 

day for the children of Kwafene 

Simulation centre- a school for 

disabled children based in 

Phomola next to Kwamhlanga in 

Mpumalanga Province. The 

school  composed of 34 children 

and four staff members received 

R30 000 and a taxi from Eskom.  

The project manager Elsie 

Mamohwadiba could not contain 

her excitement when receiving the 

cheque. “I don’t know what to say, 

first Eskom gave us clothes, today 

they have given us the biggest gift 

we never expected,” said Elsie. 

When asked what she will do with 

the money, she said “we will use it 

for the things we need and the rest 

we will invest it,” she said, adding 

that the taxi has come in handy as 

they struggle when taking long 

distance trips. 

Ben Lentsoane of Eskom warned 

them to drive safely and obey the 

rules of the road, “it is important to 

obey the rules, these children are 

very special, if it wasn’t for them 

we would be in our offices, but 

because  of  them we le f t  

everything behind. Keep them 

safe,” Said Mr  Lentsoane. 

ESKOM – HELPS THE NEEDY

Many RDP houses in 

Schoonoord are a nightmare; so 

far more than three houses we 

visited are in a very bad 

condition, others are cracked 

while some homes are left with 

only a foundation.  After (6) 

years of waiting residents are 

now left hopeless,  Florah 

Mothopa is staying   with her 

four children and six 

grandchildren in a two roomed  

house. She said the municipality 

failed to finish her RDP house 

six years ago and since then 

nothing has ever been done to 

solve her problem. “My house 

still needs roofing and windows. 

Since I’m depending on the 

child support grand I get for 

these children, I couldn’t afford 

to buy the building materials 

needed to complete this house, 

that is why I’m still staying in 

these two roomed house,” said 

Florah

Mapogo Masemola’s RDP house 

was built in 2003 and was also 

not finished, and in 2009 when 

she realized that the house was 

cracking she consulted the 

contractor who allegedly 

ordered for the house to be 

demolished promising Mapogo 

that they will rebuild it. “I 

really don’t know what to do, 

because I did every thing I 

could and even consulted the 

Mošate about this situation but 

nothing seems to be working 

out,” said Mapogo. Lerato 

Molopo only has a foundation 

for her house and still waiting 

for the builders to come and 

finish what they have started.  

She said that the builder’s came 

back came and took away the 

doors and frames meant for her 

house and never returned them. 

“These people don’t seem to 

care about anyone but 

themselves,” said the 

devastated Lerato. Ward 

councilor Lerobane could not 

be reached for comments.

No hope for residents after SIX years of waiting

Constable Hlazana and Mr 

Mashitišo of Hlogotlou police 

station addressed learners from 

Izikhali Zemfundo secondary 

school in Jerusalem.The aim of 

their visit was to teach learners 

about the consequences of crime, 

teenage pregnancy and the danger 

that comes with drugs usage. Mr 

Mhlazana declared the danger of 

drug abuse and strongly advised 

learners to never indulge in drugs 

as they are not good for them. He 

also urged girls to stop putting 

money first and concentrate on 

school. “You must learn to say no 

and study hard to build yourself a 

bright future,” Said Mr Hlazana.

20 diaries were given to students 

w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  

discussions. Deputy Principal of 

the school Mrs MM Tiase, said she 

appreciated the effort the police 

took in educating learners about 

such important issues affecting the 

youth. She also pleaded with 

learners to stop destroying their 

future and start building it. 

Saps takes the initiative
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